Pat Consentino Remarks

EPA Brownfields Grant Ceremony

8/13/12

Senator Shaheen, Deputy Director Leighton, Mayor Merrifield, Commissioner Burack and other honored guests, my name is Pat Consentino and I serve as Chair of the Tilton Board of Selectman.  It is with great pleasure that I am here today to represent the Town of Tilton to receive this EPA Brownfields Grant.  

This grant will allow us to revitalize and repurpose a key piece of property in our community.  The property, formerly Ernie’s Used Cars, has been vacant for over 10 years and only marginally occupied before that.  Purchase of the property for commercial or other purposes was unlikely due to ongoing concerns about hazardous waste and contaminated soils.  The building has been steadily deteriorating and the property had become an eyesore.  Mother Nature’s wrecking crew has been eying the building for some time now and the timing of this grant couldn’t be better because if we don’t act soon gravity will!  

The property sits on the banks of the Winnipesaukee River and is the gateway to our downtown area with nearby scenic views of the river and the historic Tilton Northfield Arch which is the symbol of our town.  In recent years the Town took steps to improve and conserve the adjacent piece of riverfront property which together with this parcel will emphasize the scenic beauty of the river and our community.  

The history of our Town is inextricably linked with the Winnipesaukee River.  American Indians traveled, fished and lived on the banks of the river.  In the 1800’s and early 1900’s the river powered mills which were the lifeblood of our communities.  It is exciting that this grant will allow for the property to be cleaned and repurposed as a trail head for the Winnipesaukee River Trail. 
When completed the Winnipesaukee River trail will be part of a regional network of trails which will stretch to the Vermont border in the West, to Lake Winnipesaukee in the East and South to Concord and points beyond.  The section of the trail connected by the Ernie’s property intersects with the heavily developed and trafficked Exit 20 area of Rt. 93 and will promote economic development by bringing visitors to the downtown areas of Tilton and Franklin.  Since the first section of the River Trail was completed in 2005, the trail has become extremely popular with people of all ages not only for diverting pedestrian traffic from the busy Rt. 3 and 11 corridor, but as a healthy and safe recreational outlet.  While we would have preferred to host this event in Tilton, so you could see the property first hand, it is fitting that we are in Franklin today as one of the biggest success of the Winnipesaukee River Trail is that it has strengthened the ties between our communities.  

We are proud to have been selected to receive this grant as it demonstrates how a successful collaboration between public and private entities and across all levels of government can restore a key piece of property for the betterment of the community and region.  A few highlights of the collaboration include:

· Private property owner’s willingness to significantly reduce their asking price for the parcel and enter into a purchase and sales agreement with the Winnipesaukee River Trail Association who put a down payment on the property.  

· The Town of Tilton working closely with the Lakes Region Planning Commission to successfully apply for funds through the NH Department of Environmental Services to conduct Level I and Level II hazardous waste reviews of the property.  

· The Tilton Conservation Commission working closely with the Winnipesaukee Trail Association,  the NH Department of Environmental Services and Credere Associates to carefully review the Level I and Level II reports 

· The Conservation Commission/Town of Tilton holding public hearings regarding the property.   Based on this input the Conservation Commission recommended, and the Selectman approved, use of conservation funds for the Town of Tilton to purchase the property.  

· Despite pressure from some residents who wanted the building torn down immediately after acquiring the property, the Selectman took the long view of the importance of safely removing all hazardous materials from the site.  

· In an example of the public and private partnership that characterized this process, on a hot and humid evening last summer ALL of the Tilton Selectman as well as the Town Administrator, members of the Winnipesaukee River Trail Association, and volunteers from Beck and Bellucci  gathered at the site with hammers, drills, rakes, donated materials and a tractor and worked together to secure the buildings and remove trash and non hazardous materials.  

· Understanding that these grants were highly competitive, the Tilton Town Administrator worked diligently with members of the Winnipesaukee River Trail Association, Caring Communities of the Twin Rivers and with support from Lakes Region Planning Commission and the NH Department of Environmental Services to submit a winning proposal to the EPA.

In an era where government is often characterized by divisiveness and is perceived as ineffective, this project represents all that is good about government.  It is the result of successful public and private partnerships, and collaboration at the local, regional, state and federal levels.  It is about shared vision, Master Planning, and the hard work and determination to see it through.  On behalf of the Town of Tilton and my fellow Selectman, I would like to thank all of our partners who made this possible, including our Conservation Commission, Town Administrator, the Winnipesaukee River Trail Association,  Lakes Region Planning Commission, Credere Associates, NH Department of Environmental Services as well as to Senator Shaheen and our Congressional delegation for their support and to the Environmental Protection agency for awarding us this grant which will have such a positive impact on our community.  

